
 Trusting God When All Else Fails 
Here is something I read in a book by Carter Conlon entitled 

Unshakable. “If you want to preach to the people that they can get 
to the other side of the storm, you have to go through the storm 
first. You have to be the first partner of faith, reaching a point where 
all you have left is faith. So rather than constantly looking for a way 
out of our trials, we must learn to walk through them in the strength 
of God. It is often in these places of great darkness that we come to 
know Him the most intimately”. 

Personally, I have known this statement to be true. Before I could 
relate and minister to the loved ones of prodigals I had to know their 
pain by experiencing it. So God allowed our family to walk through 
20 plus years of struggle with our son’s addiction and time spent in 
and out of jail and prison. 

Over the years our family has experienced family tragedies and 
health issues as well. Having walked with families estranged from 
their children and or grandchildren I have found myself experiencing 
these same feelings of grief and heartache with an understanding 
heart as I have or am experiencing it in my own life. It is like I read 
once that our Heavenly Father is acquainted with our infirmities. He 
knows our hearts, our grief, our pain because He has experienced 
all things Himself.  

In the past I remember saying to my Dad, “Why does everything 
have to be such a tragedy”?  He really had no answer to that, but I 
know that each struggle has taught me to lean on God with all I 
have within me. I also know that God allows suffering in our lives to 
draw us to a place of knowing Him intimately. 

My life verses are found in Philippians 3:10-14. Verse 10 says, 
“That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the 
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death” NAS. 

Suffering begats kindness and prompts us to reach out to others 
who are struggling. Who are you reaching out to minister to today in 
spite of your own place of suffering? I have found it is healing for me 
as I do and gives me purpose and helps me not dwell on myself 
causing me to be self-centered and despondent. 

Charles Stanley wrote: “Oftentimes God will allow trials in our 
lives that are so imposing that we think He has either abandoned us 
or made a mistake. But God makes no mistakes. He allows affliction 
in our lives to push us ahead, strengthen us and cause us to grow.  
These obstacles allow Him to demonstrate His faithfulness and the 
incredible capacity He has given us to rise about adversity”. 

Press on dear friends trusting God for the outcome. He loves you 
with an everlasting love and the test will come, just be determined 
to pass them. He will see you through one step at a time. 

~ Sandra
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CHAVER 

A few years ago, I learned that the Hebrew word for friend is Chaver. Chaver 
can refer to a casual friend, but it is also used for the friend who you especially 
connect to, the friend that “gets” you, a close friend. The friendship of  chaver is 
pictured as a chain link, binding people together in unity and strength.  

The Bible speaks much to the value of  friendships. A prime example is seen with 
David and Jonathan in 1 Samuel. David and Jonathan committed to each other for 

life, as well as the lives of  their descendants. They sacrificed for each other, watched out for one 
another, provided for and supported each other. They were there for each other on the good, 
prosperous days and on the uncertain, death looming, hard days. Theirs was a dependable, deep and 
abiding friendship.  

With a close friend you can share your deepest secrets, fears, concerns and joys, and receive wise 
advice and counsel. Studies have been done documenting the increased joy in life as we age and 
being in contact and relationships with friends. I often experience this at our Tuesday Bible Study at 
On Wings Like a Dove. It’s a time when we study God’s Word, grow in our knowledge and 
understanding of  God and it’s a time when we laugh heartily and shed tears of  sorrow. It’s a place to 
be genuine with people who “get’ you.  

I have a good friend with whom I share my thoughts, plans, hopes, sorrows and life. Years ago I told 
her she was my “Chaver”. When she wrote me back, the letters got mixed up, and I became her 
“Chevre”…her goat cheese. Call it what you want, it’s a blessing having a friend to share life with.  

Jesus calls us His friends in John 15:15. What an honor and delight to be friends with Jesus. He is 
always available to talk to and to listen, He gives the wisest counsel through His Word and prayer, He 
is dependable and faithful and He watches out for us and for those we love. The song by Joseph 
Scriven is true, “What a friend we have in Jesus”!  

Valentine’s Day is fast approaching. It’s a good day to think about those we love, including our 
faithful, sure and good friends, our Chavers! 

Prayer Thoughts 

The tongue has the power of  life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.” 
Proverbs 18:21 

  
We sometimes say "they're just words" as if  they're weightless, harmless things. But think about 

words that have shaped your own story: that encouragement that kept you going, that criticism that 
still stings, that "I love you" that changed everything. Our words carry weight—to build up or tear 
down, to bring life or death. 

This isn't just about speaking positively. It's about understanding that every word we speak plants 
something in someone's heart—including our own. When we speak hope into despair, peace into 
chaos, love into loneliness, we're not just making noise. We're creating spaces where God's grace can 
grow. 

Think of  Jesus—how He spoke life into death, worth into shame, hope into despair. Our words might 
not raise the dead, but they can revive a broken spirit, restore a shattered confidence, rekindle a 
fading faith. Every conversation is an opportunity to be His voice in someone's story. 

Today, choose words that bring life. Someone in your world might need them more than you know. 
Ask Yourself  

When have you seen careless words cause damage?  
How can you show God’s compassion through what you say? 

Taken from Our Daily Verse, December 30, 2024



 “I love you, Lord, my strength.”  
Psalm 18:1

When was the last time you said "I love you" to God? Not in a memorized prayer or familiar song, 
but in that sacred space where your heart speaks its truest words? David - who knew both palace 
halls and desert caves, who tasted victory and persecution - stripped away every title and triumph to 
say these simple words.

In Psalm 18, he's standing in the aftermath of survival. Years of running, fighting, and hiding are 
behind him. He's witnessed God's power shake mountains and part heavens. Yet his first words aren't 
about the miracles or the victories. They pour out like a love song: "I love you." Then, in the same 
heartbeat, "my strength" - as if he's finally naming the source of every victory, every moment of 
courage, every step of perseverance.

Maybe David discovered what we all need to know - that loving God isn't just devotion, it's the 
foundation of all strength. That when love for God becomes our first response, we find a power that 
circumstances can't touch. No wonder David didn't just survive his battles - he turned them into 
worship.

Ask Yourself: When do I find it hardest to make loving God my first response? 
In what situations do I need to let my love for God be stronger than my fears or doubts? 
Dear Father, Sometimes I make loving You so complicated. Today, I just want to pause and say what 

my heart longs to speak: I love You. Not for Your miracles, though they amaze me. Not for Your 
protection, though You've kept me safe. But simply because You are You.

Thank You for being my strength when I feel weak, my song when words fail. Help me to make 
loving You my first response in every situation, knowing that in Your love, I find all the strength I 
need. In Jesus' name, Amen.

“To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek Him the greatest adventure;  
to find Him, the greatest human achievement."

 Augustine of Hippo



 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy;  

love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 
does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, 

is not provoked, thinks no evil;  does not rejoice in 
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things,  
endures all things. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7

We were privileged to have Dr. Gary Chapman, the author of twenty-seven 
books speak at our Volunteer Celebration Dinner in November 2024. He highlighted his book, 
"Love As A Way of Life", and offered it to our attendees. I have heard many say how it has 
impacted their lives as they have read it.  Dr. Chapman is such a wise man who has much to 
offer on the matter of love. 

He expounds on the seven secrets to love which are:

•Kindness

•Patience

•Forgiveness

•Courtesy

•Humility

•Generosity

•Honesty

This is excellent material and we are highly 
recommending that you purchase your copy and apply the 
truths found within.

Our world would be transformed if we took to heart the 
seven secrets in this book. Why not begin with taking the 
keys mentioned beginning with yourself and then let it 
impact your own sphere of influence. 

Let's face it, oftentimes the hardest place to be kind, patient, or forgiving is with our own 
families.

Most of the world knows about Dr. Chapman’s best selling book, The Five Love 
Languages.  What an eye opener it is to discover not only your own love language but that of 
your family and friends.  Loving them in their own love language is life changing in all those 
relationships.  I believe as you read Love as a Way of Life it will also affect you with the power 
to love others unconditionally as you interact with others. There are real life stories, self-
assessments, and practical exercises within the pages that will pave the way for you to live out 
authentic love.


